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Chamber music providing a new listening 
experience 

Taking place for the eighth time the FESTIVAL NEXT GENERATION is musically 
devoted to the EIGHT 

 
For some years now the FESTIVAL NEXT GENERATION in Bad Ragaz has been subject to a 
programmatic idea in so far as the musical programme is supposed to reflect the number of times the 
festival has been held. The founder and artistic director of the festival, Drazen Domjanić, faces quite a 
challenging task when putting this idea into practice and setting up a varied programme that does not 
only include great but also unknown compositions from the field of classical music. In 2018 the 
FESTIVAL NEXT GENERATION is held at the Hotel Grand Resort Bad Ragaz for the eighth time and 
therefore the EIGHT was supposed to feature prominently in the (mostly) chamber music compositions 
to be performed this year. However, even music aficionados can think of just a few well-known 
chamber music octets …. Yet, if you are creative enough you can definitely come up with a fascinating 
programme in order to give prominence to the EIGHT. On the second day of the festival this was 
achieved by means of EIGHT as the result of simple mathematical calculations: in the afternoon 
concert on 17 February – “Three + Five is EIGHT” – the saxophone was made the centre of attention. 
The wind player part of Johannes Brahms’ Horn Trio in E flat major was played by the Croatian 
saxophonist Lovre Mercep, accompanied by the Croat Marin Maras (violin) and Boris Kusnezow 
(piano). The Ardemus Saxophone Quartet, together with Kusnezow, performed the famous Piano 
Quintet in G minor by the Russian composer Dmitri Shostakovich, which was written in 1940. With its 
clearly contrapuntal structure this piano quintet is expression of Shostakovich’s composition technique 
that was “crushed” by the regime and that he was no longer allowed to use. Both of the works 
performed in the afternoon virtually invited the audience to experience the powerful emotionality of 
these composers. With this concert the festival went far beyond the usual listening experience and 
offered – due to the innovative orchestration with saxophones – new insights into and a different 
listening experience of brilliant, well-known chamber music compositions. The performance was 
characterised by an immense inspiration as to sound and was therefore truly impressive, even though 
the clarity of the string instruments was somewhat subdued by the “warm” sounds of the saxophone. 
In the evening concert the EIGHT came to the fore once again: eight cellists, up-and-coming artists, 
showed evidence of their musical skills, performing lively works by South American composers. The 
“Bachianas brasileiras” by the Brazilian Heitor Villa-Lobos already provided an upbeat and exuberant 
beginning. However, during the boisterous performance of tangos by the Argentinian composer Astor 
Piazzolla the audience was hardly able to remain seated even though the eight cellists changed to 
serious and sad pieces by Piazzolla again and again. The concert guests were really enthusiastic – and 
rightly so – about the high level of physical and musical emotionality these instruments can express. 
And all this was not nearly the end of the attention given to the EIGHT during the FESTIVAL NEXT 
GENERATION 2018! 
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www.festivalnextgeneration.com 
 
Information and ticket booking: 
Doris Peter, Head of the Festival Office 
Phone (for Switzerland): + 41 (0)79 628 47 07 
Phone (for Liechtenstein and the EU): +423 792 63 52 
info@festivalnextgeneration.com 


